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‘ Jery few people can say
they’ve been directly in-

volved in bringing 500 people
together in marriage. The staff
at Frumster.com can. The In-
ternet dating site has made
over 250 (virtual) trips to the
chuppah, all across the globe,
making it the most successful
Jewish  dating-for-marriage
service on the Internet.

Averaging 16 matched
members a month, Frumster.
com has proven once and for
all that there’s no stigma to
Internet dating.

The website, which has gar-
nered much international press,
boasts over 20,000 active world-
wide members who are serious
about finding their beshert.

Rigorous Controls

According to Frumster’s
director of marketing, Derek
Saker, much of Frumster’s
success can be ascribed to rig-
orous screening and on-going
controls, plus a very person-
alized, hands-on approach to
dating service. All of this com-
bines to ensure that Frumster
maintains as genuine a pool of
sincere members as possible.

Mr. Saker says that
Frumster’s uniquely secure
and comfortable dating envi-
ronment empowers singles to
take charge of their own dat-
ing destiny.

“It started to essentially
provide a more secure and
modest dating environment
with insightful profiles that
asked the right questions
relevant to observant Jews,
and to address the growing
singles crisis,” he says.

Appropriate Standards

The full-time Orthodox
staff ensures appropriate stan-
dards by screening all members.

When Frumster first be-
gan, members did not have to
supply their real names, a cour-
tesy extended to participants
because the Frumster staff be-

lieved there might be a reluc-
tance to reveal full identity.

“But as we reached a crit-
ical mass, about 8,000 mem-
bers, we realized our clients
would appreciate the extra tier
of security,” says Mr. Saker.

Now members must
supply full names. The Pas-
saic-based Frumster team
typically conduct telephone
interviews with all North
American applicants. The
access to more information
means immediate investiga-
tion and action is taken when
complaints are received.

Frumster continues to
draw sincere singles of all
ages and many hashkafas.

On a Lark

Rachel and Jonathan
Strauss are just two of the
singles who used Frumster.
com to bring them together.

Rachel, who works in
the financial industry, looked
long and hard for her beshert,
but finding the right guy in her
hometown of Basel, Switzer-
land, proved to be difficult. She
tried traditional shadchanim,
and went out with men in Is-
rael, Great Britain and the US.
As an alternative, she began
using Frumster.com, because
she knew this would give her
thousands of men to choose
from, from all over the world.

Jonathan Strauss, a 28-
year-old New Jersey resident,
had also become very frustrat-
ed with being set up by friends,
so he turned to Frumster for
another option. A nursing
home consultant, he was used
to speaking online to people,
but nothing ever materialized
in the shidduch department.

Then, like a sign from
Hashem, Rachel, on a lark,
stumbled upon Jonathan’s
profile, and became his first
Frumster date.

Fast Track
Rachel actually discov-

ered Jonathan’s profile just a
few days before taking one
of several trips she had been
making to the US to meet guys
she met on Frumster. The pho-
to he had recently posted on
his profile caught her eye. She
already had five dates lined up
for her scheduled visit to the
states, but decided to include
Jonathan as well.

They met “virtually” on-
line on a Monday, and went
out for real that Wednesday.

It was a little fast for Jona-
than, who had been used to a more
laid-back approach to dating.

“You get to know some-
one; you go out maybe once a
week. Rachel had less patience
for wasting time. We went out
for long dates, sometimes ten
hours long,” he recalls.

Off to Switzerland

Three days later, he had
a plane ticket in his hand, and
was heading for Switzerland.

He spent a week in Swit-

Frumster Celebrates Its 500" Match

zerland taking in the sites
with Rachel, and they hit it
off right away, proving that
true love has no borders.
Their first date was on No-
vember 1st, and they were
engaged three months later.
The two--Frumster Match
#175—were married in Ramat
Gan, Israel, on the 17th yyar
5765 (26th of May 2005.)
Both Jonathan and Ra-
chel had tried other Internet
dating sites, but came up with
slim pickings. According
to Jonathan, Frumster was
“a much better way to meet
people these days.” Frumster
simply had things to offer
that other sites did not.
Though they both knew
they could check out each
other’s references on Frum-
ster, it was an option that they
chose to forego.
“I wanted to get to know
him myself,” says Rachel.
continued on page 24
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Annual Chopstix Holiday Party To Benefit Tomorrow’s Children

Teaneck Councilman and
co-owner of Chopstix Glatt
Kosher Chinese Take-Out,
Elie Y. Katz, announced that
Chopstix’s fifth annual Holiday
Party to benefit the Tomorrow’s
Children Fund of Hackensack
University Medical Center, will
be held on Wed., Dec. 28, the
fourth night of Chanukah, from
6:30 to 9:30pm at the Moose
Lodge, 201 West Englewood
Ave., in Teaneck.

The cost of admission is
an unwrapped gift suitable
for Tomorrow’s Children’s

young patients in treatment.
“Each year, we are able
to contribute an increasing
amount to brighten the holi-
days for children who are des-
perately ill,” said Mr.. Katz.

Kosher Food
In addition to food from
Chopstix, guests will be

treated to samplings from
Dougie’s of Teaneck, Pickle-
licious, and World of Good-
ies, all kosher under the su-
pervision of the RCBC.

The party will also feature
live music, entertainment (in-

cluding a magician and a visit
by Morris Katz, the world’s
fastest painter), and surprises
for the whole family.

The Moose Lodge is also
a co-sponsor of the event.

Helping Others

The idea of a holiday
party was originally con-
ceived by Chopstix as a way
of thanking friends and cus-
tomers. “But we also thought
it would be great to turn it
into something that helps oth-
ers, too,” said Uri Herzog, an-
other co-owner of Chopstix.

They chose the Tomor-
row’s Children’s Fund at
HUMC because they recog-
nized it as a world-renowned
facility treating and offering
support to young people with
cancer and other serious ill-
nesses and their families.

“It’s an incredible feeling
to see both the outpouring of
support from our customers and
friends and the joy from the hos-
pital community. On Dec. 28, the
Chopstix family will be cheering
the Tomorrow’s Children’s fami-
ly. Join us,” said Mr. Katz. X

500th Match

The online photos also
helped.

“I am very relieved it
wasn’t a blind date,” he says,
“It made things a lot easier.”

Added Bonus

It was an added bonus that,
through Frumster, no one else
knew they were dating, allow-
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ing them to keep it private for as
long as they wanted. Members
can conduct searches and con-
tact potential matches anony-
mously through the private and
discreet Frumster network.

For Jonathan and Rachel,
Frumster’s progress over the
past years was an added bene-
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fit. The site has added more fea-
tures, making Frumster more
interactive, with customer ser-
vice and help just a mouse click
away. Live support is available,
along with interactive forums
and social events, so that Frum-
ster is by no means an imper-
sonal website.

According to Mr. Saker,
the Strauss’s match is a per-
fect example of Frumster’s
high rate of women initiating
email exchanges. Over 53
percent of all Frumster mar-
riages are the result of wom-
en initially contacting men,
which is unlike most matches
set up through family, friends
and shadchans.

Taking It Seriously

“Everyone we knew
was laughing and making

fun when we were going on
Frumster,” says Mrs. Strauss.
“But this is the future of dat-
ing. Before, no one believed
in it; that you could find
your beshert on the Internet.
But now that we’ve met, our
friends and family have post-
ed their profiles.”

Mr. Strauss concurs:

My advice to people go-
ing on Frumster is to take
it seriously. This is a place
where you can meet others
looking for a serious relation-
ship. Treat it like it’s a place
to meet people, where you can
chat, ask questions, and go out
and meet the person you’re
going to marry,” he says.

Find out for yourself (or
someone you love) by visiting
http://www.frumster.com
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