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Internet matchmaking has caught on ke wildfire among
Sephardic singles, according 1o Derek Saker, director of markating
sl Frumster.com. The site, which has emerged as one of the most
suceassful onling Jewish dating sendces, has been the catalyst for
over 700 mamages al the rate of 18 matched & month.

Created in December 2001, Frumster answers the demand of
mamage-minded tradmional singhes for a securé and comfortable
onling dating amaronméant that maets their spatific nesds. The site
has bacome a wvirtual mesting place for Jewsh singles of all ages
Irving all over the Unitéd States and abroad.

“We now have several thousand active Sephardic mémbers
on Frumster. They range from Syrian, Egypbian, Persian, and
Buchanan,”™ says Ben Rabizadeh, Saker's business partner and
CEO of Frumster.

Heé adds. "1 am Peérsian and have always wanied 1o maks Frumsiar
altractive to the Sephardic community. To this end, early on in the
process we added a “languages spoken’ section and Sephardic eth-
mecity question o members of specific Sephardsc communites can
find each cther easily.”

In additon to the pool of lens of thousands of marnage-minded
singles, the key 10 Frumstér's succass is nigorous scréening and
hands-on support by a dedscaled mansgement team conssting of
obsarvant Jews based in Passaic, New Jersey. The site also ralies

heavily on rabbinic Supervision,

Unlike some other dating sites, Frumster svaluates prospoctne
members (o make sure that only senous singles apply. Singhes com-
plate a simple but comprehensive onling questionnaire, providing
their full name and contact telephone number. This contact infor-
mation & kept confidential and i only used by Frumster scresners
1o verify member details. Once screened and approved, a memibar
can communicate anorymously with any other member through the
secure Frumster e-mail exchange envircnment.

A special highlight on the sfe i “Frumster Forum,” which posts
articles and interviews for members to decuss, and use as a pos-
sible wohicle o get to know one ancther by chatting about deapar
topics. Exclusive interviews inciude Rebbetzin Esther Jungress offer-
ing dating advice, and a political analysis from former White House
speechwriter David Frum. Any comments from members are linked
i their profiles, allowing other members to contact them and con-
tinwe the discussion.

On the “Inspiration Central” page, members can submit an
inspiring life story of their own, which is also linked to their profiles,
providing yet anothar way 1o stmulate member communications.

Frumster has also sponsored events, including an evening lec-
ture by Rabbi Dr. Abeaham Twershkd, ttled: Sucoossiul Relabonships.
Other events have ncluded noted speakers Rabbi Rietti and Rabbi
Pameraky, who have offered advics, relationship insights and modns.

Although Sephardic singles tend to be very secretive about online
dating. Rabizadeh said, which & why he believes it is not talleed
about much in the Sephardic world, as the stigma begins to disap-
pear, mone people than rot may be using the Intermet to meet pio-
spective matches, Rabizadeh added, “Even in the Sephardic world,
onlinve dating has bacome manstream.”



