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STER CRAZY

Are we tired vet of self-styled cool Web sites
adding the suffix "ster” to their names? A half-
dozen or 50 ventures, all related to onling social
networking, have adopted the moniker, apparently
assuming that bad boy Napster gave “ster” an
allure. We wander if the folks running these sites
know “ster” used to be a sexist suffix (as in “spin-
ster,” an old maid usceful for textile work). Napster
was named after its creator, Shawn Fanning, who
gamned the nicknama when his baskethall buddies
maocked his nappy hair, We trace the modern path
of this ancient syllable:

»Napster

The original riff on “ster™ was an underground
site known for dlegal file-swapping, but now it's
a licensed music-downboading site relaunched
by Roxio in October 2003,

> Monster

Predating Mapster, this 40-million-mambar job site has
just launched & paid networking site for job seekers.

»Friendster
Social-networking behemoth launched in March 2003,
now boasis T milion members, with nat a

dollar spent on marketing. John Kerry has 2,800
friends on the site.

»Eurekster

Search enging combines with sodal-networking sifes
fo fell you which searches your fricnds found useiul.

»Frumster
A singles site for frum, or Orthadax, Jews, screens

applicants with the help of a rabbi. Claims 220
successful matches since December 2001

»Christianster

Zee above, but for relgious Christians, The idea is
1o meet digital friends, but “the focus hera is only
the popularity of one person—dJesus Christ,” the
site reads,

»Dogster

Yes, there is a social-networking site—ahem—"canina
sharing applcation™—for dogs. Each mutt gets its own
profile page.

—Chana R. Schoanberger
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Unsafe at Safeway

A powerful union, a huge pension fund and 3
billionaire are trying to bag a supermarket bo
BY DAVID WHELAN

KE MORNING [N ANUARY SAFEWSY CHIEF STEVEN
northern California neighborhood woke up (o 230 4
marching on his home, where ministers bad a prayer 1
on behall of 60,000 striking grocery workers in the stal

You can forgive Burd if he's feeling put upon these days. |
punching bag of three formidable, interlinked adversanies, On
1. 4-million-member United Food & Commencial Workers unis
by Burd's tough stance during contract time. Ancther is the Ca
Public Employees Retirement Swstem (Calpers), which happer
hended by the same fellos, Sean Harrigan, who heads the food s
wigsion on the West Coast, And then there's bilionaine supermirket
Ronald Burkde, fimaiis for merging Fred Meyer and Kroger. Burkk
known Harrigan for mone than a decade, has been stymied by I
bhuying a chain owned by Saleway.

During the sarike Calpers, and some of its boand members in
allly, called on Safeway 1o cave in W worker demands. Harrigan says
mvot participate in Calpers’ anti-Safewsry campaign. Bul the mest of ©
including other kibor leaders, picked up the stack. *Just because yo
a unien card doesn't mean you have to recuse yourseif,” Harmigar

Burd god the contract he wanted in February, requirtng woar
agree to wage and health care cuts, But soon after that the pensin
switched 1o a corporate governance complaint, saying (a) Burd h
"w"'“ﬁ“l the 1,800-s30re, 535 hillhion oarpany, s [} thvere is too
incestuousness on the boand, Interesting charge, given Safowany’s |
manee in the stock market (up 13.7% a year from when Burd foo
through May 13, comgared o 9.2% For the S&9 500 index), Safews)
recently has boen weak—the strike is hurting,

Mow let's switch 1o Hon Burkle, a Democratic lundraser am
tributor, Friend of Bill and head of Yucaipa, an imastment buyou
He mwet Harrigan in 1991 when the two were !iltlﬂg.m'ﬁatﬁrg.
table hammering oul groary worker contracts.



