Nothing

by

or many people. the word “shid-

dueh” will conjure up instant images of
Yente the Matchmaker singing sbout sup-
posedly perfect catches who arc “young.
‘tall... from side 1o side
ik the world has moved on
ler on the Raof” will probably
steer clear of well-meaning offess of blind
dhates set up by relatives and fricnds.

But for youag men and women looking
1o mest Mr ar Ms “Jewish Right,”
s are somewhat limited

ball circuit, but a shidduch may be the
only avenue open to the less gregarious.
Funuumely ente has been updated for
the 21st century and the shidduch option
s actually u 1ot less painful ll:nn might be
Supposcl. Funthermore, i is o longer
cangined fo mors Orihodos circis.

“The idea of o shidduch definiicly has
spread appeal these days,” sai
Rebbetzin Judy Ginsbury of Hendon, wlm
muxdimm's '-ar a Mateh (SAM),
threy X ject of the Uhited yn-
o nubmmmlcuuml “Youngsters
P

ago
are simply not finding plices 1o meet
with an another.

Expluining 15 procedures; she said:
“When somcone approaches their rabbi
to ask if he can think op o suitable mateh
for their child, instead of him having 1o
find the time to work on it himscll, he
gives the congregant i form 1o fill in and
passes it on to me. | then meet with the

nls. Even in
cses where the original partnorship was
not suceessiul, people hive found third-
elpful and have
contacted Rebbetzin Cinsbury about sub-
sequent relutionships

ounselling is available oo with Con
nect, n marchmaking bureau sponsored by
the Jewish Marring

Council due 1o cele-

(. ‘anneet

*| continue to try and
make shidduchim
because it's a tough
waorld out there and |

Together: Zippy Bergin and David Myerson, who ugh g

house groups with i cemieal office in
Golders Green to co-ordinate shidduch
mectinigs ind laise with shidduch organi-
sations foculy and abrod.
One vital aspect of its work i that it
ctly farbids lashan fara, speaking (Il of
someone. Generally, halachah rules out
making any negolive stalement about
anather person, even if it is true. Bul
when it comes ta
w!l:nm.dlar\:x advis-
ed
s uchim, the Taws
are more complex
It may be some-
times permissible to
state a proven truth
that might make one

Judy Korman or otler of the par-
peters 1o feel so desperately s think

okt kind of ) T & proposcd

personal imirospec- - SOITY for youngsters * G cutmple, i il

g s ey oo But - s iy 1o hide

i, ine, e it

e we've set up, it
tand where they

problem acise with 5 o
does help me und
might be conting from.”
Connect accepts only those who can
prove they arc halachically Jewish and
froe 10 mary. A Cohen wou
set up o a date with i diva

ngreed 1o take sume-
onc on fo its books (a nominal fee is
charged for two years” membership), they
el 1o compile 5 short biography

be shown to prospective dates. M Kor-
man stresses Ul this will contaim
raphs, only & writton description
Ve don't want people to ask to meet
someone for the wiong reasans,” she said.
“Appearances arc important, but | ¢n
ge my clienty o gu oa dutes even if

s pho-

‘Another option s the reoently linchl
British branch of the American organiss-
tion L'Chaim, spomsared by the Jewish
Learning Exchange and others.
mall groups of up to 10 marned
women get together regalarly in private
honies for u shidduch meeting, at which
they tell eich other about different singles
of thelr acquaintance.

L'Chaim now  operates around 12

from &

cating disorder, or if o boy has

nd.
he names
ssed at various groups
e ke o oo
of despite the plethora of mod-
atives, sometimes all it takes is the
skill of w good old-fashivned aratchmaker
lady, who got into the shid-
! mr being

G ma sechd ralcha W (R 15
Ouite: apart from the obyious

advantages offercd by her (free) service to
the singles who
stantly

ne her wi
aware of what mat
to her own life.

ke shitkhuchim
there and
speratly sorry for youngsiers
who want to get muarricd b
the right person,” she said
result, wherever | go in the world | have
honorary  grandeldren —  sometimes
bom at i
I i T ask of the
tor make s
crsin the Fatact

cople who 1 sce is
adduchim for oth-

halves

., at their weddi

Judy Silleoff finds out how traditional
matchmaking has adapted to the 2|st
century

e alternative method of finding a partner
i via the Internet. which ks exactly how Zippy Bergin,
‘year-old teacher from Manchester. met her
Tusband David Myerson,

David, an accountant aged 27 from Liverpool, and
Zippy had arcund the same time with the
an-lina Orthodax jawish dating service "Frumstor,”
which is based in the United States but opan to
apphicants world-wide. Bath regarded the Interner as
just a differant way of meating people and felt they
had nothing to lase.

They kked what thay read of each other’s profiles
and, after chatting by 6-mail, realised thar :suyvmdy
Iknew ane anather and that they lived nearby. Fi
manths after their first meeting, the coupl
Irve in North-Wast London, got engaged. “The value
of Frumster s that everybody on it is ooking for a
serious refationship and 50 you know they are on
there with the right intentions,” Zippy said.

*It It 3 good way to be introduced to somebody,
You got to know 1 litle bit sbout them belorehiand
and 5o you can see f there i the

new

that firse date Jaft her with the impression
that David "ws a lovaly guy but not for me”, the twa
kept in touch and twa months later decided to go out
again, This tme, the :hmw,-vmr.gh:and some six
manchs latar, they got engags
I came from armd,mmm traditional Jewish
said, “and always mbug!ll | would
meet my r..un husband at a party or something.
That's the most natural way, But if you're looking for
something more ‘arranged,” oining Frumster has mary
regular maschmaker- It's 1 lot loss
ic-and-mizs — ymldm:l‘nd yourself being set up
with someane st because they re in vaguely the
same pmtsss.cml field and age group.”
Ancther happy client is Ruchi, 3 divorcée with two
young children from Rama Beit Shemesh in lsasl,
o met husband rom Manchester (not their
real names) on line. Persuaded by 3 work colleague to
ster with Frumster for fun, sha did not submit 2
picture of hersolf because
Boruch was the second man to contact her and
alter a wmk of e-mailing, they began w;pw: by
phona. Twa weeks later, they exchanged photos, he
eventually flew to lsracl to meat, and within six
manichs of their first e-mails, they were married and
naw live in Ramat Beit

potential for a good
Internet dating fs 3 bit of a hush-
b it real

shouldn't be, 32 mars and more

an
‘me if it hadn's bean for
Frumster — and we lived round
the comer from each other,

Membars can choase whether
or not te pest a photograph
alongside their profiles or simply
send one out to interested individuals, Amy {nat her
real name), 3 36-year-old Londan lavwyer, who also
met her husband David through Frunister, chose to
do neithur. Sha and David decided to go cut solely on
tha basis of ther first e-mall communication. As he

“Our reasons far arranging te moet in person so
quickly were quite different,” recalled Amy. I was 3
little hesicant abaut joining Frumster becausa it
seamod like quita 2 desperate step. | knew that if
didn't follow through on David's e-mail immedutely,
V'd chicken out. David, on the ather hand, had had
same experiences of carresponding with girls who
Ecpl pwhmgnll umdu of meeting in person. He was

20 along with my sense of immediacy!”

*If you really meet a
creepy guy, you can
get rid of him with
just a click of the
mouse *

Intermot dating is “miuch less
strossful than blind dating” said
Ruch. “| have always hated
aingles weekonds and | am vy
wary of shadchanim. s0

is
much simplar and the best part
is, if you really meet & eroopy
iy, you can ot rid of him with
m A clitk of the mause.”™
or Derek Saker, Frumster’s
mlrkemg directer, one of the
asons it scores abova the:
traditional shadchan \u.h.\: “we allow si o take
chiarga of their situation and become lass reliant o6
others 1 find ther a suitable match. Indeed. almost
50 per cent of all Frumster manriagos were initiated
with an e-mail sent by the woman, Althcugh this may
seem surprising from a secular perspective, itis
ighly significant fram an Orthodax point of view;
M here wornen are usually depandent on anather's
or recommendation
i sl 2001 launch, it has bullt up amgmmmp
of 14,000 and has married “290 members,
Once would-be candidates have got past Frumnu "
rigarous screaning process to chack out “refigious
fovel, sincerity and a demanstration of a serious intane
towards marriage,” che singles essentially bocanse
their own matchmakers.



